Once your new asphalt driveway is in place, it will require care and maintenance, both when it’s new, and over its lifetime. Like the rest of the improvements on your property, the better care you give to your asphalt driveway, the longer it will last.  You can help assure yourself of a long life for your new driveway by following the care and maintenance tips below.

Caring For Your New Asphalt Driveway

1. Wait at least 24 hours before driving on your new asphalt surface. DURING HOT WEATHER WE RECOMMEND WAITING 3-5 DAYS.  The asphalt mixes contain a high quantity of oil to help ensure a longer-lasting formula, so the cure time, or the time it takes for a material to harden is slightly longer for this product
2. During the first few months, do not turn your steering wheel when the car is stopped on your new asphalt; MAKE SURE THE CAR IS IN MOTION.  After pulling into your driveway, always park the car in a straight line after coming to a slow stop.  Small things like this will help extend the life of your asphalt pavement for years to come.
3. Don’t park your vehicle in the exact same spot every time or you may leave impressions, or create low spots in the asphalt, and do not park on asphalt during the hottest part of the day.  For vehicles or trailers that are parked and not moved for several days at a time, place a piece of plywood under the hitch and each of the wheels; this helps to disperse the weight of the tires.  If possible, try not to park heavy vehicles on the driveway for long periods of time during this first season.
4. Keep motorcycle and bicycle stands, boat jacks, lawn furniture and other sharp objects off the surface.   Indentations will result. This will certainly be true for the first year of its life and perhaps longer (such as on a hot summer day when the mercury reaches 80°F or above). 
5. Don’t feel that the driveway should be completely puddle-free. In areas completed by hand or where close drainage tolerances are encountered, this may sometimes occur. 
Continuing Care and Maintenance For Your New Asphalt Driveway

1. Prevent Oil & Gasoline Spills – Asphalt is an oil-based material. Gasoline and oil spills can dissolve the surface of your driveway and cause deterioration. Avoid spilling or leaking these materials, and clean up any spills using absorbent materials to minimize damage. 

2. Stop Weeds & Grass Growing Through Cracks & Crowding Along the Edge of Your Driveway – Vegetation, such as weeds and grass are able to push through asphalt, creating cracks and bumps or minor eruptions in your driveway.  In most cases you can use a spot killer to remedy the situation. 
3. Seal Coating – Using a quality seal coat will increase the life and appearance of your driveway. Seal coating your driveway will lock in the existing oils to keep the asphalt flexible, which reduces cracking. We recommend that you seal coat your driveway before the 3rd season of the new driveway and then every 3 years after that. 
